Sample A Learning Contract

The student and I exchanged emails yesterday, and then had a phone conversation, discussing what we thought was a reasonable learning contract.  The gist of our conversation was that we see the course involving three essays, as described below.  I noted to the student that I appreciated that he was not an expert in the field, and thus could likely not produce extensive research essays on the topic.  Rather his three essays would exhibit a gradually increasing knowledge base, and would be of a general nature, based on the assigned reading.

The first essay would be in the form of a comparative review, looking at the following three books.  I'll pass along further guidelines to the student for this essay shortly.  But the following offer pretty general treatments of the history of electricity:

1)  Thomas P. Hughes, Networks of Power: Electrification in Western Society, 1880-1930, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1983

2)  David E. Nye, Electrifying America: Social Meanings of a New Technology, 1880-1940, Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1990

3)  Carolyn Marvin, When Old Technologies Were New: Thinking about Electric Communication in the late Nineteenth Century, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988

The second essay would move to a narrower topic, essentially a similar sort of essay, but this time looking at electricity in Canada.  The books for this essay would be:

1)  H. V. Nelles, The Politics of Development: Forests, Mines and Hydro-electric Power in Ontario, 1849-1941, Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1974  NB: sections relating to power only

2)  Christopher Armstrong and H. V. Nelles, Monopoly's Moment: The Organization and Regulation of Canadian Utilities, 1830-1930, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1986; reprinted by the University of Toronto Press, 1988  As with 1), the sections in the book dealing with power only

3)  David Massell, Amassing Power: J. B. Duke and the Saguenay River, 1897-1927, Montreal & Kingston: McGill Queen's University Press, 2000

4)  Karl Froschauer, White Gold: Hydroelectric Power in Canada, Vancouver: UBC Press, 1999

The topic and readings for the third essay can be selected once the student is well into the second essay, since at this point his interest may have been piqued by something that he has read.  But at this point I think we should leave the third essay topic until he's further into the readings.

The weighting of the grades would be as follows:

        First essay = 30% of the mark in the course

        Second essay = 30% of the mark in the course

        Third essay = 40% of the mark in the course.

Sample B Learning Contract
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Memo to:
Ms. Student (MAIS Programme)

From:

Dr. XXXXXX (Professor of Educational Technology)

Subject:

(Revised) Learning contract: Readings course

Date:

18th April 2002

Dear Student,

The following is the revised ‘learning contract’ for our reading course, containing the additions suggested by Dr. YYYYY.  The revision also features the addition of Dr. YYYYY as co-supervisor of the course, covering the final stage after I depart on sabbatical leave.  The three of us have identified that we share an interest in the role of media in self-perception and culture areas; and I recommend that we should stress these as the primary area, with your interest in spirituality issues being secondary (in view of my lesser expertise in that field).  Dr. YYYYY’s suggestions are covered by Section/4 below.

We would be pleased to receive three pieces of written work from you between now and the end of June/2002.

1) The first paper (submitted to and graded by me) should be a basic account of your interest and existing knowledge in this field, and of the specific new learning objectives that you have in mind for the course.  Literature review is not a high priority for this assignment, which should concentrate on a general statement of your interests for my guidance . (Suggested length: not to exceed 1,500 words; Assessment weighting: 10%; deadline: 30/April/02)

2) We can modify the specific aims of Papers/2 and 3, on the basis of Paper/1.  I am pleased that you have already begun reading Freire’s work on media literacy in community development and extension work, at my suggestion.  You have also done well to obtain the Wilson thesis from Concordia University.  The second paper (submitted to and graded by me) should review the existing research and theory on the role of media with respect to self-perception and /cultural locus of control’.  It should also draw relevant examples from the work of ‘social marketing’ researchers in international community development and health promotion contexts.  (Suggested length: not to exceed 4,000 words; Assessment weighting: 40%; deadline: 31/May/02)

Readings (Paper/2) include:

· Freire, Paolo (1970)  Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New York: Continuum.

· Freire, Paulo (1973). Extension or Communication.  New York: Seabury.

· Kotler, Philip & Roberto, Eduardo L. (1989)  Social Marketing: strategies for changing public behavior. New York: Macmillan.

· Goldberg, M., Fishbein, M., &. Middlestadt, S. (Eds.) (1997)  Social Marketing: theoretical and practical perspectives.  Hillsdale, N.J.: Erlbaum.

· Wilson, Tom (198?)  Doctoral thesis re. media impact upon locus of control in Inuit communities.  Montreal: Concordia University.

3) A third paper (submitted to and graded by Dr. YYYYY) should concentrate on the practical way in which you feel the academic research and theory covered in the course can usefully advise practice in your specific areas of interest (e.g., aboriginal education and community development).  It may consider current studies of the impact of the new online media on the development of self-identity within international communities.   (Suggested length: not to exceed 5,000 words; Assessment weighting: 50%; deadline: 30/June/02).

Readings (Paper/3) include:

· Liebes, Tamar & Katz, Elihu (1993)  The Export of Meaning: cross-cultural readings of Dallas  (Oxford: Polity Press).

· Tomlinson, John (1991)  Cultural Imperialism: a critical introduction.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

· Solomon, G. & Resta, P. (Eds.) (2002)  Toward Digital Equity: challenges of bridging the educational digital divide. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Assignments should be typed and double-spaced.

At each stage of the course we will discuss strategies for obtaining up-to-date information on these issues via the internet, for you to explore in developing your three assignments.  We will have at least one extended telephone conversation at the beginning of each of the course’s three stages. 

If you are happy with this proposed syllabus, as a basis for the MAIS reading course, please tell us so in an e-mail copied to me (XXXXX@athabascau.ca), to Dr. YYYYY (YYYYY@athabascau.ca), and to Rebecca Heartt (rebeccah@athabascau.ca) in the MAIS programme.  If you wish to modify the contract before agreeing to it, let us have your suggestions.

Kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

XXXXX.
Sample C Learning Contract

MAIS 750: Sociology of Work and Industry

Learning Contract Proposal

Student Name (ID)

Professor: Dr. XXXXX

1. Learning objectives:

I plan on undertaking in-depth reading on the health care systems. The recent release of the Mazankowski report is a point of interest for all Canadians. I have an interest in the area of policy reform and have perused the “Framework for Reform: Report of the Premier’s Advisory Council on Health.” My reading for MAIS 750 will include documents describing the system and status of the Canadian health care industry. As well, the health care system of selected countries will also be studied. A final research paper will summarize my learning by making comparisons and contrasts between international health care policy frameworks. 

2. Subjects to be studied:

The following subjects will be studied during this reading course:

· Canadian health care legislation, regulation and policy

· Alberta health care legislation, regulation and policy

· Financial costs attributable to Canadian Government public health care system

· Assessment of health care efficiency and need for structural reform 

· International examples of health care management systems

3. Work to be completed:

A substantial body of documents relating to Canadian and international health care systems will be accessed and read during this course. The reading material will serve as a knowledge base of comparative research and policy models. The final research paper will synthesize the readings and situate the Canadian health care system in the international context.

4. Intended outcomes:

Health care policy is a mass media focus currently with Roy Romanow undertaking cross-Canada consultations. Last month, Don Mazankowski released a health policy reform document. I believe a researched and knowledgeable understanding of the issue would be beneficial. I will undertake in-depth reading on the issue of the status of Canada’s health care system. Comparative research methodology will provide an international context to clarify the differences, strengths and weaknesses of the Canadian health care system.

Research questions: 

How has the Canadian health care system developed?

What is the legislative and policy framework for the Canadian health care system currently?

What are alternative models operating in other selected countries to provide health care services?

5. Resources to be used to learn about the subjects:

The resources listed in section 11 are grouped according to the following outline of the proposed research paper:

Title: Canada’s Health Care System and International Examples of Health Care Systems

1. Introduction and historical development of healthcare in Canada

      a. Federal legislative framework

      b. Alberta's legislative framework

2. Current context of health care and reform initiatives

      a. Statistics and budget figures relating to provision of health care services 

      b. Future reform initiatives (Mazankowski Report and Romanow Consultations)

3. Selected international examples of health care systems and funding models

      a. United States

      b. United Kingdom

      c. Germany

      d. France

      e. Denmark

      f. Sweden 

      g. Japan

      h. Netherlands

      i. New Zealand

4. Conclusions regarding international examples of health care systems and funding models

6. Strategies to obtain resources:

Several sources of materials will be accessed:

· Athabasca University Library

· Alberta Legislature Library

· Edmonton Public Library

· Personally owned books

· Internet documents (particularly each countries’ Ministry of Health documents)

7. Points of view to be considered in the research:

I will be considering various aspects of health care policy:

· Historical development of health care legislation

· Current provisions of health care legislation

· International examples of health care systems

· Statistical research relating to international health care models

8. Description of the role of the faculty member

XXXXX has been instrumental in the development of this proposal. I am grateful for his assistance in formulating a general framework for this research project. He has ensured that a comprehensive and interdisciplinary study is health care is undertaken. The focus on international examples is a crucial and beneficial change based on his guidance to narrow the scope of research. He has promoted the inclusion of a variety of international examples to ensure fairness and objectivity through due consideration to a variety of policy models. I appreciate the advice to: incorporate alternative perspectives, consider the evidence, keep an open mind, and draw conclusions based on research findings.

Future guidance is foreseen and welcomed to ensure the research outline is comprehensive and incorporates interdisciplinary elements. The evaluation of the research paper’s outline and reading list is essential to ensure the necessary variety and resources will be incorporated. I believe guidance at these key points during the research process can focus and validate my research efforts. Format and length of the final research paper are still to be determined by the professor. The final research paper will be written independently and submitted for grading. Revision of the final paper may be required and will be completed as per guidance received.

9. Plan for assessing the work undertaken:

Assignment 1 – Research Paper Outline and Reading List – 40%

Assignment 2 – Research Paper – 60%

10. Timelines for completing each stage of the work:

March 1, 2002 - Contract Period starts and reading through resources will begin (resources listed below)

March 1, 2002 to April 1, 2002 – Learning Contract finalization and seeking of Director’s approval

April 1, 2002 to May 1, 2002 – complete Assignment 1 (outline and reading list)

May 1, 2002 to June 1, 2002 – complete readings for Assignment 2 (research paper)

June 1, 2002 to July 1, 2002 – complete Assignment 2 (research paper)

July 1, 2002 to August 1, 2002 – revisions to Assignment 2 if required

11. Reading course materials and method of access (organized as per section 5 outline):

A. Introduction and historical development of healthcare in Canada and Alberta

Alberta. Legislative Assembly of Alberta. Alberta Health Care Insurance Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, chapter A-20. Available on the Internet at http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca/documents/acts/A20.cfm
Alberta. Legislative Assembly of Alberta. Alberta Health Care Insurance Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, chapter A-20, Alberta Health Care Insurance Regulation, Alberta Regulation 204/81. Available on the Internet at http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca/documents/regs/1981_216.cfm
Alberta. Legislative Assembly of Alberta. Health Care Protection Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, chapter H-1. Available on the Internet at http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca/documents/acts/H01.cfm
Alberta. Legislative Assembly of Alberta. Health Care Protection Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, chapter H-1, Health Care Protection Regulation, Alberta Regulation 208/2000. Available on the Internet at  http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca/documents/regs/2000_208.cfm
Canada. Parliament of Canada. Canada Health Act, Revised Statutes of Canada 1985, chapter C-6. Available on the Internet at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-6/text.html
Canada. Parliament of Canada. Canada Health Act, Revised Statutes of Canada 1985, chapter C-6, Extra-billing and User Charges Information Regulations, Statutory Orders and Regulations 86-259. Available on the Internet at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-6/SOR-86-259/text.html
Storch, Janet L. “Foundational Values in Canadian Health Care.” In Michael Stingl and Donna Wilson, editors. Efficiency vs. Equality: Health Reform in Canada. Lethbridge: Regional Centre for Health Promotion and Community Studies, University of Lethbridge, 1996. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. RA 395 C3 E27 1996).

B. Current context of health care – statistics and budget figures

Alberta Department of Health and Wellness. Annual Report 2000/2001. Edmonton: Government of Alberta, 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.ab.ca/public/document/AR00_01/index.html

---------. Budget 2001: Business Plan of Alberta Health and Wellness 2001/2004. Edmonton: Government of Alberta, 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.treas.gov.ab.ca/publications/budget/budget2001/health.html

Canada. Health Canada. Health and Communications Branch. Health Expenditures in Canada by Age and Sex, 1980-81 to 2000-01: Statistical Annex. Ottawa: Public Works and Government Services, 2001. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. RA 410.55 C2 H434 2001).

Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) and Statistics Canada. Health Care in Canada 2001. Ottawa: CIHI, 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.cihi.ca/HealthReport2001/toc.shtml
McQuaig, Linda. Shooting the Hippo: Death by Deficit and Other Canadian Myths. Toronto: Viking, 1995. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. HJ 8033 C3 M478 1995).

Robinson, David. “Health Care Cuts: Who’s to Blame?” Behind the Numbers: Economic Facts, Figures and Analysis, volume 2, no. 7 (September 11, 2000). Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 2000. Available on the Internet at http://www.policyalternatives.ca/
Tholl, William G. “Health Care Spending in Canada: Skating Faster on Thinner Ice.” In Ake Blomqvist and David M. Brown, editors. Limits to Care: Reforming Canada’s Health System in an Age of Restraint. Policy Study series, no. 20. Ottawa: C.D. Howe Institute, 1994. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. RA 410.55 C35 L734 1994).

C. Health care reform initiatives

Alberta. Office of the Lieutenant Governor. Speech From the Throne: Delivered by Her Honour the Honourable Lois E. Hole, CM, Lieutenant Governor, Second Session of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, Tuesday, February 26, 2002. Edmonton: Government of Alberta, February 2002. Available on the Internet at  http://www.gov.ab.ca/home/thronespeech/2002/2002_Throne_Speech.pdf
Alberta. Office of the Premier. Premier Ralph Klein’s 2002 Televised Address: Health First – Alberta Leading the Way. Edmonton: Office of the Premier, February 4, 2002. Available on the Internet at http://www2.gov.ab.ca/premier/address2002/content/page_complete.cfm
Alberta. Premier’s Advisory Council on Health. A Framework for Reform: Report of the Premier’s Advisory Council on Health, December 2001. Edmonton: Government of Alberta, December 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.premiersadvisory.com/reform.html
Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE). “President Urges Caution on Health Reform.” Direct Impact – Alberta Union of Provincial Employees [Newsletter], (Winter 2002). Personal copy to be used.

Chalmers, Ron. “Comment: Management Health-care Key: Higher Premiums, De-listing Some Services Wrong Approach to Reform.” Edmonton Journal, (February 24, 2002): A12. Personal copy to be used.

Contandriopoulos, Andre-Pierre. “The Future of Canada’s Healthcare System?” ISUMA, vol. 1, issue 1 (Spring 2000). Available on the Internet at http://isuma.net/v01n01/contandr/contandr_e.shtml
Dunfield, Allison. “Klein Calls for Changes in Health Care.” Globe and Mail, (January 21, 2002). Personal copy to be used.

McCarten, James. “Health Care Should Reflect National Values – Romanow: Canadians Urged to Help Direct Coming Reforms.” Edmonton Journal, (February 14, 2002): A8. Personal copy to be used.

D. United States health care system and funding model

Gunter, Lorne. “Comment: U.S. No Health-care ‘Satan’: Poor in U.S. Treated Better, Open Faster, Than is Average Canadian.” Edmonton Journal, (February 24, 2002): A12. Personal copy to be used.

Helms, Robert B. The Changing United States Health Care System: The Effect of Competition on Structure and Performance. Presentation to 20th Hochschulkurs aus Gesundheitsökonomik, Seefeld, Austria, October 2, 2000. Washington: American Enterprise Institute, 2000. Available on the Internet at http://www.aei.org/sp/sphelm001002.htm. Full text article published by Independent Institute Working Paper Number 29, April 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.independent.org/tii/WorkingPapers/Helms.pdf
Relman, Dr. Arnold S. “Health Care Debate: Canadians Know Medicare is Something Special. Professor Emeritus of Medicine and of Social Medicine at the Harvard Medical School and former Editor-in-Chief of the New England Journal of Medicine speech to the Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Technology.” Edmonton Journal, (March 8, 2002): A17. Personal copy to be used.

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: United States. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
E. United Kingdom health care system and funding model

Kirkman-Liff, Bradford L. “Health Care Reform in the Netherlands, Germany, and the United Kingdom.” In Ake Blomqvist and David M. Brown, editors. Limits to Care: Reforming Canada’s Health System in an Age of Restraint. Policy Study series, no. 20. Ottawa: C.D. Howe Institute, 1994. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. RA 410.55 C35 L734 1994).

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: United Kingdom. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
United Kingdom. Department of Health. Shifting the Balance of Power Within the NHS: Securing Delivery. London: Department of Health Publications, July 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.doh.gov.uk/shiftingthebalance/
United Kingdom. Department of Health. The NHS Plan: A Plan for Investment, A Plan for Reform. London: Department of Health Publications, July 2000. Available on the Internet at http://www.doh.gov.uk/nhsplan/
F. Germany health care system and funding model

Kirkman-Liff, Bradford L. “Health Care Reform in the Netherlands, Germany, and the United Kingdom.” In Ake Blomqvist and David M. Brown, editors. Limits to Care: Reforming Canada’s Health System in an Age of Restraint. Policy Study series, no. 20. Ottawa: C.D. Howe Institute, 1994. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. RA 410.55 C35 L734 1994).

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: Germany. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
G. France health care system and funding model

Or, Zeynep. Improving the Performance of Health Care Systems: From Measures to Action (A Review of Experiences in Four OECD Countries [France, Netherlands, New Zealand, and Sweden]. Labour Market and Social Policy, Occasional Papers No. 57. Paris: OECD [Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development], January 2002. Available from the Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Committee of the OECD Directorate for Education, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, DEELSA/ELSA/WE(2002)1.

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: France. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
H. Denmark health care system and funding model

Denmark. Ministry of Health. Health Care in Denmark. Copenhagen: Ministry of Health, 2002. Available on the Internet at http://www.sum.dk/health/sider/frame.htm
I. Sweden health care system and funding model

Or, Zeynep. Improving the Performance of Health Care Systems: From Measures to Action (A Review of Experiences in Four OECD Countries [France, Netherlands, New Zealand, and Sweden]. Labour Market and Social Policy, Occasional Papers No. 57. Paris: OECD [Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development], January 2002. Available from the Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Committee of the OECD Directorate for Education, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, DEELSA/ELSA/WE(2002)1.

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: Sweden. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
J. Japan health care system and funding model

Imai, Yutaka. Health Care Reform in Japan. Economics Department Working Papers No. 321. Paris: OECD [Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development], February 2002. Available on the Internet at http://appli1.oecd.org/olis/2002doc.nsf/linkto/eco-wkp(2002)7/$file/jt00120719.pdf
Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: Japan. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
K. Netherlands health care system and funding model

Kirkman-Liff, Bradford L. “Health Care Reform in the Netherlands, Germany, and the United Kingdom.” In Ake Blomqvist and David M. Brown, editors. Limits to Care: Reforming Canada’s Health System in an Age of Restraint. Policy Study series, no. 20. Ottawa: C.D. Howe Institute, 1994. Available from Athabasca University Library (Call No. RA 410.55 C35 L734 1994).

Or, Zeynep. Improving the Performance of Health Care Systems: From Measures to Action (A Review of Experiences in Four OECD Countries [France, Netherlands, New Zealand, and Sweden]. Labour Market and Social Policy, Occasional Papers No. 57. Paris: OECD [Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development], January 2002. Available from the Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Committee of the OECD Directorate for Education, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, DEELSA/ELSA/WE(2002)1.

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: Netherlands. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
L. New Zealand health care system and funding model

New Zealand. Ministry of Health. An Overview of the Health and Disability Sector in New Zealand. Wellington: Ministry of Health, November 2001. Available on the Internet at http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/49ba80c00757b8804c256673001d47d0/5a93582a381ecc1ccc256b3b0007d7ad?OpenDocument
New Zealand. Ministry of Health. The New Zealand Health Strategy. Wellington: Ministry of Health, December 2000. Available on the Internet at  http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/238fd5fb4fd051844c256669006aed57/c024d8d149d4c168cc2569b1007679ca?OpenDocument
New Zealand. National Health Committee. Prioritising Health and Disability Support Services: Principles, Processes and Problems. Wellington: National Health Committee, February 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.nhc.govt.nz/pub/Priorities/prior-index.htm
Or, Zeynep. Improving the Performance of Health Care Systems: From Measures to Action (A Review of Experiences in Four OECD Countries [France, Netherlands, New Zealand, and Sweden]. Labour Market and Social Policy, Occasional Papers No. 57. Paris: OECD [Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development], January 2002. Available from the Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Committee of the OECD Directorate for Education, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, DEELSA/ELSA/WE(2002)1.

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care: New Zealand. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
M. Conclusions regarding international examples of health care systems and funding models

Ross, Bill et al. International Approaches to Funding Health Care. Occasional Papers: Health Financing Series, volume 2. Canberra: Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, 1999. Available on the Internet at http://www.health.gov.au/pubs/hfsocc/ocpahfsv2.pdf
World Health Organization. “Special Theme Issue: Health Systems.” Bulletin of the World Health Organization, volume 78, no. 6 (2000): 715-865. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2000. Available on the Internet at http://www.who.int/bulletin/tableofcontents/2000/vol.78no.6.html
World Health Organization. World Health Report 2000 – Health systems: Improving performance. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2000. Available on the Internet at http://www.who.int/whr/2000/en/report.htm
Sample D Learning Contract
English 750 – Learning Contract

Title: Correspondences Between the Colonial and Post-Colonial Novels of Charles Dickens and Rohinton Mistry

Learning Objectives:

The goal of the essay I plan on writing is to systematically and extensively examine the similarities of Dickens and Mistry in their ability to portray the class structure through colorful characters and rich description.  I want to fully actualize, by writing this essay, my idea that I thought of two years ago. This analysis will be undertaken in the context of Post-Colonial theory.  I intend on immersing myself in relevant essays on Post-Colonial literatures and theory as they pertain to my topic.  Once I’ve completed this essay, I plan on spending a considerable amount of time, probably several years, reading all of the information on Post-Colonial literature and applying the concepts learned to enrich my understanding of literature as a whole.  I am truly fascinated by the wealth of information, and the new perspectives on literature, offered by this new approach. 

Subjects Studied:

The primary focus of my paper will be Charles Dickens’ novel Great Expectations and Rohinton Mistry’s novel A Fine Balance.  I will also allude to the following novels by Dickens: Hard Times and David Copperfiled.  In my essay I will also mention other novels and short stories Mistry has written such as: Such a Long Journey, Family Matters, and Tales from Firozsha Baag.  

To present a clear picture of the political, social, religious and economic background in which the novels are set, I will refer to a variety of web sites and books that will explain the time period and the important issues of the day.

Lastly, I will closely examine Mistry’s work through a Post-Colonial perspective.  I will examine key elements in his portrayal of India, as well as his style.  I will focus on how his style portrays the Indian caste system through characterization, language, and dialogue.

Intended Outcomes:

In my essay I plan on examining several key elements in Mistry’s and Dickens’ work and reveal the similarities in their writing styles, and in their ability to reveal all of the different class levels in their societies.

This is my basic outline: (It is still in the early planning stage and will ultimately change a considerable amount=even the divisions will probably change.)

I Point of View:  

a. Both were outsiders in their cultures: one because of poverty and the other due to religion

b. This marginalizing in their society enables them to critically examine all social classes

c. Due to their class or religion-their most developed characters tend to be the ones usually ignored by the upper class writers= the characters that represent the mid to low levels of society

d. They both tend to present generous/warm characterizations of the members of the lower classes through carefully chosen imagery, and hyperbole.

II Social /Historical/Religion Environment

a. Social and moral of the times

b. Inclusion of relevant and factual accounts of the constructs of society

c. Religion as it is revealed in the novels

d. Politics and the impact on characters/time period

III Style

a. Syntax and diction similarities=mimicry of Dickens’ sentence structure

b. As a manipulative= able to construct true accounts through contextualizing etc.

c. Dialogue as used to truly reveal the dialect and different social levels

IV Characters:

a. Characters represent many different levels of society

b. Dialogue exposes their position as does their attire etc. and characters in transition

c. Characters are directly and indirectly characterized

d. Bildungsroman as it applies to A Fine Balance and Great Expectations
V Conclusion

** All of the above will be linked to the class structure revealed, and examined, in each novel.

Methodology:

I plan on using the books and web sites listed in the Literature Review to further my understanding of the novels themselves and the time periods in which they are written, or discussed.  Another major element I will concentrate on is the Post-Colonial perspective as seen in Mistry’s work.  

The terminology I will use to evaluate and assess each author’s work is subdivided below. 

I The first section of my paper deals with the concept of the outsider in society and his/her ability to effectively portray the class structure since he/she is essentially marginalized or excluded from the construct.  The terminology I will use in this section will be the following:  autobiographical fiction (since I will be inferring that the authors work and perspective is related to the author’s experience), biographical criticism (same as above). I will also examine the concept of a hybrid character that crosses the divisions of class (hybridization).  I will also examine the concept of the expat in relation to Mistry’s work and will also suggest that Dickens, although not an expat, writes like someone excluded from the high levels of society (marginalized insider).  There are many subdivisions I will explore (terminology) as I actually start to write the essay.

II The second section of my paper deals with the historic, religious, social and political constructs of society.  I will use the following terminology to explore these elements in the novels:  Marxist thought (as it applies to the appalling subjugation of the lower classes),Opst-Colonial strategies, social realism in the novels (historical, political, religious and social), and others that I haven’t touched on yet.

III The third section of my essay deals with language and how it is manipulated to truly capture the differences in the class levels in Dickens’ and Mistry’s works.  I will closely examine the following terms in relation to the works: complex sentences, compound sentences, complex-compound sentences, colloquialism, hybridization, appropriation, and synecdoche.  

IV The fourth section of my essay deals with characters and how they are constructed and what they represent (levels of society).  I will use the following terms to express the similarities of the two authors’ characters:  dialogue, dynamic and static characters, direct and indirect characterization, flat and round characters, and stereotypes.  There are more elements that I will examine that tie in with the above, but I have to do some more research to fully realize the elements I want to explicate.

Even though I have four divisions within my essay, I will not subdivide the essay, rather, the ideas will flow from one section to the other as thoughts mentioned earlier on will be added.
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Schedule:

April 20, 2002:  Initial proposal due 4-6 pages long

May 30, 2002: Update on proposal due 6-10 pages long

July 30, 2002: Final paper due 30-33 pages long

Role of Instructor:

I would like Dr. XXXXX to critically examine my proposal and my update and make suggestions.  I would like her to grade both of them and only allot 20% of the grade for the first two assignments.  I would like her to grade my final paper; I would like it to be worth 80%.  I would like to be able to contact her and ask her for suggestions or ask her to read my draft prior to turning it in so she can make suggestions as to ways it might be improved.  I would like her to act as a guide as I explore Post-Colonial literature for the first time.
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